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Y Location: Great Abaco Island, Bahamas
Type: Sustainable Resort Village and  
 Marina, Agricultural Land
Year Design: 2006
Status: Under Construction
Size: 320 acres
Contact: Orjan Lindroth
  Lindroth Development
  PO Box N-7776
  Nassau, Bahamas
  info@lindroth.cc
  http://www.lindroth.cc/ID.htm
     

Located on the Atlantic side of Great Abaco Island, Schooner Bay is a town steeped in 
the architectural and design legacy of traditional Bahamian settlements.  The site offers 
the only harbor opportunity on the Atlantic coast of the island for twenty miles in either 
direction and features sweeping views of the ocean.  It will comprise two neighborhoods 
centered around a generous harbour, and features a continuous promenade lined with 
shops, restaurants serving locally grown food, and other mixed-use buildings, generat-
ing a civic and commercial vitality.  All daily needs are intended to be met in this center 
by foot, bicycle, or golf cart. An island in the harbour also offers cottages as part of a 
boutique hotel program.  Schooner Bay will be a model for the future growth of Great 
Abaco, redirecting the regional development trend away from sprawl and towards 
environmental and community responsibility.  

Schooner Bay utilizes both design and technology to achieve the highest standards of 
sustainability.  A buffer along the beach front will preserve natural dunes and vegetation.  
Landscaping will consist of native species that flourish naturally.  A contiguous green-
way permeates the site, designed to preserve the preferred habitat of the Bahamian 
parrot, which migrates through the area annually.  All aspects of the civil engineering 
and infrastructure are also handled as environmental planning opportunities.  These 
include strategies for reducing energy use, such as shading devices, geothermal cooling 
and walkable (zero-emission) neighborhoods; advanced stormwater and wastewater 
management strategies, including pervious pavements, greywater reuse, and catchment 
and storage strategies,  and zero-waste generation.  Waste will be recycled, composted, 
or incinerated.  In addition, a program that extends to the greater Bahamian community 
called the Commons has an agricultural component that will, along with the area fi shery, 
provide fresh and local sources of food on-site, and education to the larger community 
on sustainability and health.  The program will be hosted at Schooner Bay’s new South 
Abaco Community Centre. 

Building types and streetscapes are arranged according to the local transect, and the 
scale and design of the architecture is inspired by the Caribbean vernacular, as seen 
in Harbour Island and nearby Hope Town.  Buildings are primarily cottages, relating to the 
street with small masonry walls, hedges and fences.  Screened porches offer semi- 
private space, temperature regulation, and reflect the character and tradition of the 
Bahamas.


